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Dear Shareholder,

and visit blackrock.com

The Markets in Review

Rob Kapito
President, BlackRock Advisors, LLC

Total Returns as of June 30, 2020

6-Month 12-Month

U.S. large cap equities 
(S&P 500® Index)®

(3.08)% 7.51%

U.S. small cap equities
(Russell 2000® Index)®

(12.98) (6.63)

International equities
(MSCI Europe, Australasia,
Far East Index)

(11.34) (5.13)

Emerging market equities
(MSCI Emerging Markets
Index)

(9.78) (3.39)

3-month Treasury bills
(ICE BofA 3-Month U.S.
Treasury Bill Index)

0.60 1.63

U.S. Treasury securities
(ICE BofA 10-Year U.S.
Treasury Index)

12.68 14.21

U.S. investment grade bonds
(Bloomberg Barclays U.S.
Aggregate Bond Index)

6.14 8.74

Tax-exempt municipal bonds
(S&P Municipal Bond Index)

1.97 4.23

U.S. high yield bonds
(Bloomberg Barclays U.S.
Corporate High Yield 2%
Issuer Capped Index)

(3.83) 0.00

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Index
performance is shown for illustrative purposes only. You
cannot invest directly in an index.

T H I S  P A G E I S N O T P A R T O F  Y O U R F U N D R E P O R T
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BlackRock Equity Dividend V.I. Fund

Investment Objective
BlackRock Equity Dividend V.I. Fund’s (the “Fund”) investment objective is to seek long-term total return and current income.

Portfolio Management Commentary

How did the fund perform?
For the six-month period ended June 30, 2020, the Fund outperformed its benchmark, the Russell 1000® Value Index, and underperformed the broad-market S&P 500® ® Index.®

The following discussion of relative performance pertains to the Russell 1000® Value Index.®

During the period, the largest contribution to relative performance came from an elevated cash balance, which was utilized to help mitigate portfolio volatility against a

estate, an overweight in health care, and stock selection in energy, industrials, and communication services added to relative performance.

overweight to and stock selection among banks, as well as stock selection in the capital markets industry, proved costly. Underweight positions to electric utilities and multi-

included underweights to materials and consumer staples.

Describe recent portfolio activity.
During the period, a combination of portfolio trading activity and market price changes resulted in increased exposure to the utilities, IT and consumer staples sectors. 

Describe portfolio positioning at period end.
®®

These views are not intended to be a forecast of future events and are no guarantee of future results.
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BlackRock Equity Dividend V.I. Fund

Performance Summary for the Period Ended June 30, 2020

 Average Annual Total Returns (a)

6-Month Total 
Returns (a) 1 Year 5 Years 10 Years 

Class I (b)(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (13.73 )%   (4.63 )%   6.87 %   10.41 %
Class III (b)(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (13.82 )   (4.80 )   6.64   10.15 (d)

Russell 1000® Value Index (e) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (16.26 )   (8.84 )   4.64   10.41 
S&P 500  Index (f) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (3.08 )   7.51   10.73   13.99 

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

the distribution (12b-1) fees applicable to Class III Shares.
(e) An unmanaged index that is a subset of the Russell 1000®® Index that consists of those Russell 1000® securities with lower price-to-book ratios and lower expected growth values.
(f) An unmanaged index that covers 500 leading companies and captures approximately 80% coverage of available market capitalization.

shares.

Portfolio Information

SECTOR ALLOCATION
                          

Sector
Percent of 
Net Assets

                         

Financials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   24 %
Health Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   18  
Information Technology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   10  
Energy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   8  
Consumer Staples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   8  
Communication Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   7  
Industrials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   6  
Consumer Discretionary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   6  
Utilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   5  
Materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1  
Short-Term Securities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (2 )

ease.    
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Shareholders of the Fund may incur the following charges: (a) transactional expenses; and (b) operating expenses, including investment advisory fees, service and distribution 
fees, including 12b-1 fees, acquired fund fees and expenses, and other fund expenses. The expense example shown below (which is based on a hypothetical investment 
of $1,000 invested on January 1, 2020 and held through June 30, 2020) is intended to assist shareholders both in calculating expenses based on an investment in the Fund
and in comparing these expenses with similar costs of investing in other mutual funds.

The expense example provides information about actual account values and actual expenses. In order to estimate the expenses a shareholder paid during the period covered 
by this report, shareholders can divide their account value by $1,000 and then multiply the result by the number corresponding to their share class under the heading entitled 
“Expenses Paid During the Period.”

rate of return of 5% per year before expenses. In order to assist shareholders in comparing the ongoing expenses of investing in the Fund and other funds, compare the 5%
hypothetical example with the 5% hypothetical examples that appear in shareholder reports of other funds.

if any. Therefore, the hypothetical example is useful in comparing ongoing expenses only, and will not help shareholders determine the relative total expenses of owning 
different funds. If these transactional expenses were included, shareholder expenses would have been higher.

Actual Hypothetical (a)

Beginning  
Account Value  

(01/01/20)

Ending 
Account Value  

(06/30/20)

Expenses  
Paid During  

 the Period (b)

Beginning 
Account Value 

(01/01/20)

Ending 
Account Value 

(06/30/20)

Expenses 
Paid During 

the Period (b)

Annualized  
Expense 

 Ratio
Class I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  1,000.00  $  862.70  $  3.06  $  1,000.00  $  1,021.58  $  3.32   0.66%
Class III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,000.00    861.80    4.21    1,000.00    1,020.34    4.57   0.91

(a)

(b)

one-half year period shown).
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(Percentages shown are based on Net Assets)
Schedule of Investments (unaudited)  
June 30, 2020

Security
share 

Shares Value

Common Stocks — 92.2%
Aerospace & Defense — 1.9%

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 952,321  $ 5,694,367
                                                                        

Air Freight & Logistics — 0.4%
FedEx Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,384   1,315,824

                                                                        

Automobiles — 1.3%
General Motors Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152,806   3,865,992

                                                                        

Banks — 9.8%
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407,673   9,682,234

Citigroup, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183,640   9,384,004
JPMorgan Chase & Co.(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,932   4,414,424
Wells Fargo & Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222,976   5,708,185

                                                                                

  29,188,847
Beverages — 1.3%

 . . . . . . . . 22,605   3,954,745
                                                                        

Capital Markets — 5.2%
Charles Schwab Corp. (The) . . . . . . . . . . . . 108,521   3,661,499
CME Group, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,510   1,870,835
Morgan Stanley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115,941   5,599,950
Raymond James Financial, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . 64,305   4,426,113

                                                                                

  15,558,397
Chemicals — 1.4%
Corteva, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59,114   1,583,664

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,229   2,562,407
                                                                                

  4,146,071
Communications Equipment — 1.7%
Cisco Systems, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61,625   2,874,190
Motorola Solutions, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,515   2,174,117

                                                                                

  5,048,307

CRH plc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,465   633,671
                                                                        

Consumer Finance — 0.6%
American Express Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19,500   1,856,400

                                                                        

(b) . . . . . . . 23,050   4,114,656
Equitable Holdings, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106,700   2,058,243

                                                                                

  6,172,899

Verizon Communications, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . 212,207   11,698,972
                                                                        

Electric Utilities — 3.3%
Edison International . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49,660   2,697,035
FirstEnergy Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145,342   5,636,363

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,903   1,496,213
                                                                                

  9,829,611
Food Products — 1.1%

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,508   3,271,570
                                                                        

Health Care Equipment & Supplies — 5.1%
Alcon, Inc.(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,741   2,743,161
Koninklijke (b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128,321   5,985,882
Medtronic plc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,350   6,542,795

                                                                                

  15,271,838
Health Care Providers & Services — 6.0%
Anthem, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,408   6,155,836
CVS Health Corp.(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,685   4,592,404
McKesson Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,157   2,478,807

Security
share 

Shares Value

Health Care Providers & Services (continued)
Quest Diagnostics, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,684  $ 875,669
UnitedHealth Group, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,820   3,781,259

                                                                                

  17,883,975

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117,339   1,863,343
Sony Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,400   2,443,669

                                                                                

  4,307,012

General Electric Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500,710   3,419,849
Siemens AG (Registered) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,084   4,137,710

                                                                                

  7,557,559

Allstate Corp. (The) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,167   2,052,987
American International Group, Inc.(a) . . . . . . . 198,813   6,198,989
Arthur J Gallagher & Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,215   4,992,951

 . . . . . . . . . . . 49,910   1,530,241
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104,317   3,809,657

Willis Towers Watson plc(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,757   1,330,791
                                                                                

  19,915,616
IT Services — 3.3%
Cognizant Technology Solutions Corp., Class A 111,396   6,329,521
Visa, Inc., Class A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,790   3,629,664

                                                                                

  9,959,185

Comcast Corp., Class A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143,927   5,610,275
Fox Corp., Class A(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93,800   2,515,716

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,030   296,045
                                                                                

  8,422,036
Multiline Retail — 0.6%
Dollar General Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,871   1,880,524

                                                                        

Multi-Utilities — 1.6%
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,210   800,675

Public Service Enterprise Group, Inc. . . . . . . 81,138   3,988,744
                                                                                

  4,789,419

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 583,498   2,235,406
ConocoPhillips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75,530   3,173,771

 . . . . . . . . . . 211,254   3,838,485
Equinor ASA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224,193   3,229,650
Marathon Petroleum Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112,202   4,194,111

 . . . . . . . . . . 41,215   4,026,706
Williams Cos., Inc. (The)(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153,859   2,926,398

                                                                                

  23,624,527
Personal Products — 2.1%

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116,548   6,208,512
                                                                        

Pharmaceuticals — 6.6%
AstraZeneca plc(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,127   4,280,268

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80,957   6,000,821
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,434   2,041,592

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,863   7,328,926
                                                                                

  19,651,607
Road & Rail — 0.8%

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,572   2,294,618
                                                                        

Semiconductors & Semiconductor Equipment — 1.2%
Applied Materials, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,020   1,512,459

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,812   2,145,320
                                                                                

  3,657,779
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(Percentages shown are based on Net Assets)
Schedule of Investments (unaudited)   (continued)
June 30, 2020    

Security
share 

Shares Value

Software — 2.2%
CDK Global, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,330  $ 1,214,849
Microsoft Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24,759   5,038,704

(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,530   149,954
                                                                                

  6,403,507
Specialty Retail — 2.4%

(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,963   2,967,641
Ross Stores, Inc.(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,250   2,578,510

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,390   1,435,398
                                                                                

  6,981,549
Technology Hardware, Storage & Peripherals — 1.6%

 . . . . . . . 2,896   3,165,950
(c) . . . . . . 1,344   1,482,432

                                                                        

  4,648,382
Tobacco — 2.2%
Altria Group, Inc.(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144,409   5,668,053

 . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,960   727,170
                                                                                

  6,395,223
Trading Companies & Distributors — 0.9%
Ferguson plc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,025   2,700,340

                                

Total Common Stocks — 92.2% 
(Cost: $272,833,840) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     274,788,881

                                   

Security
shares 
Shares Value

Preferred Stocks — 1.2%
Household Products — 1.2%
Henkel AG & Co. KGaA (Preference). . . . . . . 39,658  $ 3,699,842

                                               

Total Preferred Stocks — 1.2%   
(Cost: $3,550,169) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   3,699,842

                                                                          

Total Long-Term Investments — 93.4%
(Cost: $276,384,009) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   278,488,723

                                 

Short-Term Securities — 8.7%(d)*

Class, 0.11% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19,553,826   19,553,826

0.50%(e) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,271,519   6,276,536
              

Total Short-Term Securities — 8.7% 
(Cost: $25,830,511) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   25,830,362

                                                                        

Total Investments — 102.1% 
(Cost: $302,214,520). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     304,319,085

Liabilities in Excess of Other Assets — (2.1)% . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (6,127,411)
                                                                        

Net Assets — 100.0% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  298,191,674
                                                                                            

(a) All or a portion of this security is on loan.
(b)

(c)

(d) Annualized 7-day yield as of period end.
(e) All or a portion of this security was purchased with the cash collateral from loaned securities.
*

as amended, were as follows:

Shares 
Held at 

 12/31/19
Shares  

Purchased
Shares 

 Sold

Shares 
Held at 

 06/30/20
Value at

06/30/20

Net 
Realized 

Gain (Loss) (a)

Change in 
Unrealized 

Appreciation 
(Depreciation)

Institutional Class(b) . . . . . . . . . .  26,786,942   —   (7,233,116)    19,553,826  $  19,553,826  $  87,882  $  —  $  —

Series(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    10,950,897    —    (4,679,378)    6,271,519     6,276,536     28,514(c)     (5,661)     (149)
                                                                                                                                                                                                

 $  25,830,362  $  116,396  $  (5,661)  $  (149)
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

(a) Includes net capital gain distributions, if applicable.
(b) Represents net shares purchased (sold).
(c) All or a portion represents securities lending income earned from the reinvestment of cash collateral from loaned securities, net of fees and collateral investment expenses, and other 

payments to and from borrowers of securities.
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Schedule of Investments (unaudited)   (continued)
June 30, 2020

Fair Value Hierarchy as of Period End 

Financial Statements. 

 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total

Assets:
Investments:

Common Stocks:
Aerospace & Defense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  —  $  5,694,367  $  —  $  5,694,367

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     1,315,824     —     —     1,315,824
Automobiles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     3,865,992     —     —     3,865,992

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     29,188,847     —     —     29,188,847
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     3,954,745     —     —     3,954,745

Capital Markets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     15,558,397     —     —     15,558,397
Chemicals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     4,146,071     —     —     4,146,071
Communications Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     5,048,307     —     —     5,048,307
Construction Materials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     —     633,671     —     633,671
Consumer Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     1,856,400     —     —     1,856,400

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     6,172,899     —     —     6,172,899
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     11,698,972     —     —     11,698,972

Electric Utilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     9,829,611     —     —     9,829,611
Food Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     —     3,271,570     —     3,271,570
Health Care Equipment & Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     6,542,795     8,729,043     —     15,271,838
Health Care Providers & Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     17,883,975     —     —     17,883,975
Household Durables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     1,863,343     2,443,669     —     4,307,012
Industrial Conglomerates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     3,419,849     4,137,710     —     7,557,559
Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     19,915,616     —     —     19,915,616
IT Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     9,959,185     —     —     9,959,185
Media . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     8,422,036     —     —     8,422,036
Multiline Retail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     1,880,524     —     —     1,880,524
Multi-Utilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     4,789,419     —     —     4,789,419

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     18,159,471     5,465,056     —     23,624,527
Personal Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     6,208,512     —     —     6,208,512
Pharmaceuticals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     2,041,592     17,610,015     —     19,651,607
Road & Rail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     2,294,618     —     —     2,294,618
Semiconductors & Semiconductor Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     3,657,779     —     —     3,657,779
Software . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     6,403,507     —     —     6,403,507
Specialty Retail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     6,981,549     —     —     6,981,549
Technology Hardware, Storage & Peripherals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     —     3,165,950     1,482,432     4,648,382
Tobacco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     5,668,053     727,170     —     6,395,223
Trading Companies & Distributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     —     2,700,340     —     2,700,340

Preferred Stocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     —     3,699,842     —     3,699,842
Short-Term Securities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     19,553,826     —     —     19,553,826
                                                                                                                              

Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  238,281,714  $  58,278,403  $  1,482,432  $  298,042,549
                                                                                                                                                                           

(a). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    6,276,536
                                                      $  —

Total Investments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  304,319,085
 $  —

(a)



(unaudited) 
June 30, 2020 

2 0 2 0  B L A C K R O C K  S E M I - A N N U A L  R E P O R T T O  S H A R E H O L D E R S8

Equity Dividend 
V.I. Fund 

ASSETS
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  278,488,723 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    25,830,362 
Foreign currency at value (cost — $1,420) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,365 
Receivables:    – 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,603 
Capital shares sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    89,641 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,676 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    630,303 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    614 
Prepaid expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    2,560 
Total assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    305,046,847 

LIABILITIES
Cash collateral on securities loaned at value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    6,277,039 
Payables:    – 

Capital shares redeemed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    140,385 
Distribution fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    55,154 
Investment advisory fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    149,133 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    993 
Professional fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    31,115 
Transfer agent fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    147,789 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    53,565 
Total liabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    6,855,173 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  298,191,674 

NET ASSETS CONSIST OF
Paid-in capital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  290,807,594 
Accumulated earnings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    7,384,080 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  298,191,674 

NET ASSET VALUE
Class I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  10.20 
Class III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  10.18 



(unaudited)
Six Months Ended June 30, 2020 
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Equity Dividend 

V.I. Fund 

INVESTMENT INCOME
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  87,882 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4,849,503 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    28,514 

Foreign taxes withheld . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (181,236 )
Total investment income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4,784,663 

Investment advisory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    890,941 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    334,562 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    296,483 
Accounting services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    32,491 
Professional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    25,952 
Printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    15,994 
Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    11,869 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4,142 
Transfer agent. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    2,503 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3,494 

Total expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,618,431 
   – 

Fees waived and/or reimbursed by the Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (8,660 )
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (296,483 )

Total expenses after fees waived and/or reimbursed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,313,288 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3,471,375 

REALIZED AND UNREALIZED GAIN (LOSS)  $  (48,955,557 )
 $  – 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (5,661 )
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3,244,909 

Foreign currency transactions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    7,929 
A    3,247,177 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (149 )
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (52,203,698 )

Foreign currency translations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,113 
A    (52,202,734 )

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (48,955,557 )
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  (45,484,182 )
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Six Months Ended 
06/30/20 

(unaudited) 12/31/19

OPERATIONS
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  3,471,375  $  6,104,714 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3,247,177    19,424,737 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (52,202,734 )    50,340,126 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (45,484,182 )    75,869,577 

DISTRIBUTIONS TO SHAREHOLDERS (a)

Class I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (175,387 )    (2,844,230 )
Class III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (1,374,632 )    (24,841,855 )

Decrease in net assets resulting from distributions to shareholders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (1,550,019 )    (27,686,085 )

CAPITAL SHARE TRANSACTIONS
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4,980,282    11,152,752 

NET ASSETS 

Total increase (decrease) in net assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (42,053,919 )    59,336,244 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    340,245,593    280,909,349 

End of period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  298,191,674  $  340,245,593 

(a) Distributions for annual periods determined in accordance with U.S. federal income tax regulations.
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Class I 

Six Months Ended 
06/30/20 

(unaudited) 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 

Net asset value, beginning of period  $  11.90  $  10.17  $  12.14 $  11.15  $  10.04  $  10.90 
(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    0.13    0.25    0.24   0.22    0.21    0.19 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (1.77 )    2.53    (1.09 )   1.62    1.42    (0.25 )
. . . . . .    (1.64 )    2.78    (0.85 )   1.84    1.63    (0.06 )

Distributions (b) – – – – – –
From net investment income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (0.06 )    (0.24 )    (0.24 )   (0.21 )    (0.19 )    (0.18 )
From net realized gain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    —    (0.81 )    (0.88 )   (0.64 )    (0.33 )    (0.62 )

Total distributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (0.06 )    (1.05 )    (1.12 )   (0.85 )    (0.52 )    (0.80 )

Net asset value, end of period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  10.20  $  11.90  $  10.17 $  12.14  $  11.15  $  10.04 

Total Return (c) (13.73)% 27.71% (7.16)% 16.74% — —
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (13.73)%(d) 27.71% (7.16)% 16.74% 16.40% (0.61)%

Ratios to Average Net Assets (e)

Total expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.86%(f) 0.86% 0.87% 0.89% 0.89% 1.00%
Total expenses after fees waived and/or reimbursed . . . . . . 0.66%(f) 0.65% 0.66% 0.68% 0.70% 0.79%

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.56%(f) 2.17% 2.00% 1.82% 1.98% 1.79%

Supplemental Data
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  28,340  $  33,881  $  30,655 $  37,525  $  35,256  $  30,527 

Portfolio turnover rate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32% 45% 37% 37% 23% 25%

(a)

(b) Distributions for annual periods determined in accordance with U.S. federal income tax regulations.
(c) Where applicable, excludes insurance-related fees and expenses and assumes the reinvestment of distributions.
(d) Aggregate total return.
(e) Excludes expenses incurred indirectly as a result of investments in underlying funds as follows:

                                

Six Months Ended 
06/30/20 

(unaudited) 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 
Investments in underlying funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% —%

(f) Annualized.
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Class III 

Six Months Ended 
06/30/20 

(unaudited) 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 

Net asset value, beginning of period  $  11.88  $  10.15  $  12.12 $  11.13  $  10.03  $  10.89 
(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    0.12    0.22    0.21   0.19    0.18    0.17 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (1.77 )    2.53    (1.09 )   1.62    1.42    (0.25 )
. . . . . .    (1.65 )    2.75    (0.88 )   1.81    1.60    (0.08 )

Distributions (b) – – – – – –
From net investment income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (0.05 )    (0.21 )    (0.21 )   (0.18 )    (0.17 )    (0.16 )
From net realized gain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    —    (0.81 )    (0.88 )   (0.64 )    (0.33 )    (0.62 )

Total distributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (0.05 )    (1.02 )    (1.09 )   (0.82 )    (0.50 )    (0.78 )

Net asset value, end of period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  10.18  $  11.88  $  10.15 $  12.12  $  11.13  $  10.03 

Total Return (c) (13.82)% 27.46% (7.42)% 16.49% — —
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (13.82)%(d) 27.46% (7.42)% 16.49% 16.06% (0.82)%

Ratios to Average Net Assets (e)

Total expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.12%(f) 1.12% 1.12% 1.16% 1.13% 1.16%
Total expenses after fees waived and/or reimbursed . . . . . . 0.91%(f) 0.90% 0.91% 0.93% 0.95% 1.03%

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.32%(f) 1.91% 1.75% 1.57% 1.73% 1.59%

Supplemental Data
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  269,852  $  306,365  $  250,255 $  287,615  $  223,338  $  85,163 

Portfolio turnover rate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32% 45% 37% 37% 23% 25%

(a)

(b) Distributions for annual periods determined in accordance with U.S. federal income tax regulations.
(c) Where applicable, excludes insurance-related fees and expenses and assumes the reinvestment of distributions.
(d) Aggregate total return.
(e) Excludes expenses incurred indirectly as a result of investments in underlying funds as follows:

                                

Six Months Ended 
06/30/20 

(unaudited) 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 
Investments in underlying funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% —%

(f) Annualized.
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1. ORGANIZATION

investment company.  The Company is organized as a Maryland corporation that is comprised of 15 separate funds.  The funds offer shares to insurance companies for their 

the respective classes are entitled to vote on matters concerning only that class. In addition, Class III Shares bear certain expenses related to the distribution of such shares.

2. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

results could differ from those estimates. The Fund is considered an investment company under U.S. GAAP and follows the accounting and reporting guidance applicable to

Investment Transactions and Income Recognition:

the ex-dividend date. Dividends from foreign securities where the ex-dividend date may have passed are subsequently recorded when the Fund is informed of the ex-dividend 
date. Under the applicable foreign tax laws, a withholding tax at various rates may be imposed on capital gains, dividends and interest. Income, expenses and realized and 
unrealized gains and losses are allocated daily to each class based on its relative net assets.

Foreign Currency Translation:
are translated into U.S. dollars using exchange rates determined as of the close of trading on the . Purchases and sales of investments 
are recorded at the rates of exchange prevailing on the respective dates of such transactions. Generally, when the U.S. dollar rises in value against a foreign currency, the 
investments denominated in that currency will lose value; the opposite effect occurs if the U.S. dollar falls in relative value. 

The Fund does not isolate the portion of the results of operations arising as a result of changes in the exchange rates from the changes in the market prices of investments 

from the effects of changes in market prices of those investments, but are included as a component of net realized and unrealized gain (loss) from investments. The Fund 

components are generally treated as ordinary income for U.S. federal income tax purposes.

Distributions: Distributions paid by the Fund are recorded on the ex-dividend dates. The character and timing of distributions are determined in accordance with U.S. federal 
income tax regulations, which may differ from U.S. GAAP.  

maximum exposure under these arrangements is unknown because it involves future potential claims against the Fund, which cannot be predicted with any certainty.  

Other:
funds managed by the Manager, are prorated among those funds on the basis of relative net assets or other appropriate methods. Expenses directly related to the Fund and 
other shared expenses prorated to the Fund are allocated daily to each class based on its relative net assets or other appropriate methods.  

3. INVESTMENT VALUATION AND FAIR VALUE MEASUREMENTS
Investment Valuation Policies:

time

Valuation Methodologies Committee (the “Global Valuation Committee”) is the committee formed by management to develop global pricing policies and procedures and to 

Fair Value Inputs and Methodologies:

•

which there were no sales on that day may be valued at the last available bid (long positions) or ask (short positions) price.  
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exchange-traded and over-the-counter options (the “Systematic Fair Value Price”). Using current market factors, the Systematic Fair Value Price is designed to value 

•

•

the Money Market Series is not registered under the 1940 Act, its investments may follow the parameters of investments by a money market fund that is subject to
Rule 2a-7 under the 1940 Act.

If events (e.g., a company announcement, market volatility or a natural disaster) occur that are expected to materially affect the value of such investments, or in the event
that the application of these methods of valuation results in a price for an investment that is deemed not to be representative of the market value of such investment, or if a

value (“Fair Valued Investments”). The fair valuation approaches that may be used by the Global Valuation Committee will include market approach, income approach and 

determining fair value. When determining the price for Fair Valued Investments, the Global Valuation Committee, or its delegate, seeks to determine the price that the Fund

upon all available factors that the Global Valuation Committee, or its delegate, deems relevant and consistent with the principles of fair value measurement. The pricing of all

For investments in equity or debt issued by privately held companies or funds (“Private Company” or collectively, the “Private Companies”) and other Fair Valued Investments,
the fair valuation approaches that are used by the Global Valuation Committee and third party pricing services utilize one or a combination of, but not limited to, the following
inputs.  

Market approach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (i)         recent  
issuers; 

(ii)        recapitalizations and other transactions across the capital structure; and 
(iii)       market multiples of comparable issuers.

Income approach (i  
(ii)        quoted prices for similar investments or assets in active markets; and 
(iii)       other risk factors, such as interest rates, yield curves, volatilities, prepayment speeds, loss severities, credit risks,  

recovery rates, liquidation amounts and/or default rates.
Cost approach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (i  

issued by the Private Company; 
(ii)        changes in the valuation of relevant indices or publicly traded companies comparable to the Private Company; 
(iii)       relevant news and other public sources; and 

 
in companies comparable to the Private Company.

Investments in series of preferred stock issued by Private Companies are typically valued utilizing market approach in determining the enterprise value of the company. Such
investments often contain rights and preferences that differ from other series of preferred and common stock of the same issuer. Valuation techniques such as an option

appropriately allocate the enterprise value of the company among the various parts of its capital structure.

The Private Companies are not subject to the public company disclosure, timing, and reporting standards as other investments held by the Fund. Typically, the most recently 

of the investment and the price the Fund could receive upon the sale of the investment.

Fair Value Hierarchy: Various inputs are used in determining the fair value of investments. These inputs to valuation techniques are categorized into a fair value hierarchy 
statement purposes as follows:  

•

•
similar assets or liabilities in markets that are not active, inputs other than quoted prices that are observable for the assets or liabilities (such as interest rates, yield 
curves, volatilities, prepayment speeds, loss severities, credit risks and default rates) or other market–corroborated inputs)

•
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There may not be a secondary market, and/or there are a limited number of investors. The categorization of a value determined for investments is based on the pricing 
transparency of the investments and is not necessarily an indication of the risks associated with investing in those securities.

excluded from the fair value hierarchy.

4. SECURITIES AND OTHER INVESTMENTS
Preferred Stocks: Preferred stock has a preference over common stock in liquidation (and generally in receiving dividends as well), but is subordinated to the liabilities of 

securities and other obligations of the issuer, deterioration in the credit quality of the issuer will cause greater changes in the value of a preferred stock than in a more senior 

of directors. Preferred stock also may be subject to optional or mandatory redemption provisions. 

Securities Lending:
with the Fund collateral consisting of cash, an irrevocable letter of credit issued by a bank, or securities issued or guaranteed by the U.S. Government. The initial collateral 
received by the Fund is required to have a value of at least 102% of the current value of the loaned securities for securities traded on U.S. exchanges and a value of at least 
105% for all other securities. The collateral is maintained thereafter at a value equal to at least 100% of the current market value of the securities on loan. The market value of 
the loaned securities is determined at the close of each business day of the Fund and any additional required collateral is delivered to the Fund, or excess collateral returned 
by the Fund, on the next business day. During the term of the loan, the Fund is entitled to all distributions made on or in respect of the loaned securities, but does not receive 

within the standard time period for settlement of securities transactions.

(including bankruptcy or insolvency), for the non-defaulting party to liquidate the collateral and calculate a net exposure to the defaulting party or request additional collateral.
In the event that a borrower defaults, the Fund, as lender, would offset the market value of the collateral received against the market value of the securities loaned. When the 
value of the collateral is greater than that of the market value of the securities loaned, the lender is left with a net amount payable to the defaulting party. However, bankruptcy 

Counterparty  
Securities

Loaned at Value
Cash Collateral

Received (a)
Net

Citigroup Global Markets, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  541,203  $  (541,203 )  $  — 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    47,030    (47,030 )    — 

Goldman Sachs & Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    305,979    (305,979 )    — 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4,840,486    (4,840,486 )    — 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    413,595    (413,595 )    — 
 $  6,148,293  $  (6,148,293 )  $  — 

(a)

The risks of securities lending include the risk that the borrower may not provide additional collateral when required or may not return the securities when due. To mitigate 

collateral received does not cover the value on the securities loaned in the event of borrower default. The Fund could incur a loss if the value of an investment purchased 
with cash collateral falls below the market value of loaned securities or if the value of an investment purchased with cash collateral falls below the value of the original cash 
collateral received. Such losses are borne entirely by the Fund.

5. INVESTMENT ADVISORY AGREEMENT AND OTHER TRANSACTIONS WITH AFFILIATES
Investment Advisory:
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Average Daily Net Assets
 

Advisory Fees
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.60%

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.56

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.54
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.52

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.51

Distribution Fees: an

daily and paid monthly at an annual rate of 0.25% based upon the average daily net assets attributable to Class III.

Transfer Agent: 

Class I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  29,044 
Class III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    267,439 

 $  296,483 

Expense Limitations, Waivers and Reimbursements: The Manager contractually agreed to waive its investment advisory fees by the amount of investment advisory 
 April 30, 2021. The 

directors  1940 Act 

made pursuant to the expense limitation t fund waiver. Prior to May 1, 2020, this waiver was 

waived was $8,660. 

notice by a majority of the Independent Directors, or by a vote of a majority of the outstanding voting securities of the Fund. For the six months ended June 30, 2020, there
were no fees waived and/or reimbursed by the Manager pursuant to this arrangement.

For the six months ended June 30, 2020, the Fund reimbursed the Manager $1,867 for certain accounting services, which is included in accounting services in the Statement

The Manager has contractually agreed to reimburse all transfer agent fees for Class I and III. The Manager has agreed not to reduce or discontinue this contractual expense 

                             
                            

Transfer Agent Fees 

Class I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  29,044 
Class III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    267,439 

 $  296,483 
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The Manager contractually agreed to waive and/or reimburse fees or expenses in order to limit expenses, excluding interest expense, dividend expense, tax expense,

(“expense limitation”). The expense limitations as a percentage of average daily net assets are as follows:

Class I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1.25 %
Class III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1.50 

Independent Directors, or by a vote of a majority of the outstanding voting securities of the Fund. For the six months ended June 30, 2020, there were no fees waived and/
or reimbursed by the Manager.

Securities Lending: The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) has issued an exemptive
securities lending agent for
The Fund is responsible for expenses in connection with the investment of cash collateral received for securities on loan (the “collateral investment expenses”). The cash 

private investment company to an annual rate of 0.04%. The investment adviser to the private investment company will not charge any advisory fees with respect to shares 
purchased by the Fund. The private investment company in which the cash collateral has been invested may, under certain circumstances, impose a liquidity fee of up to 

liquid assets fall below certain thresholds. 

Securities lending income is equal to the total of income earned from the reinvestment of cash collateral, net of fees and other payments to and from borrowers of securities,

as securities lending agent.  

Pursuant to the current securities lending agreement, the Fund retains 75% of securities lending income (which excludes collateral investment expenses), and this amount 
retained can never be less than 70% of the total of securities lending income plus the collateral investment expenses.  

an amount equal to 80% of securities lending income (which excludes collateral investment expenses), and this amount retained can never be less than 70% of the total of 
securities lending income plus the collateral investment expenses. 

Interfund Lending: In accordance with an exemptive  the SEC, the Fund may participate in a joint lending and borrowing facility for temporary 
purposes (the “Interfund
and restrictions. The Fund is currently permitted to borrow under the Interfund  Program. 

outstanding interfund loans will be subject to collateralization of at least 102% of the outstanding principal value of the loan. All interfund loans are for temporary or emergency
purposes and the interest rate to be charged will be the average of the highest current overnight repurchase agreement rate available to a lending fund and the bank loan

portion of the compensation paid to the 

PURCHASES  AND SALES
For the six months ended June 30, 2020, purchases and sales of investments, excluding short-term securities, were $102,981,486 and $88,807,955, respectively.

7. INCOME TAX INFORMATION

substantially all of its taxable income to its shareholders. Therefore, no U.S. federal income tax provision is required.

for an additional year depending upon the jurisdiction.

Management has analyzed tax laws and regulations and their application to the Fund as of June 30, 2020, inclusive of the open tax return years, and does not believe that 
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As of June 30, 2020, gross unrealized appreciation and depreciation for investments based on cost for U.S. federal income tax purposes were as follows:

Tax cost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  303,687,944 
 

Gross unrealized appreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  24,382,182 
Gross unrealized depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (23,751,041 )

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  631,141 
 

8. BANK BORROWINGS

credit agreement with a group of lenders. Under this agreement, the Fund may borrow to fund shareholder redemptions. Excluding commitments designated for certain
individual funds, the Participating Funds, including the Fund, can borrow up to an aggregate commitment amount of $1.75 billion at any time outstanding, subject to asset

rate (but, in any event, not less than 0.00%) in effect from time to time plus 0.80% per annum on amounts borrowed. The agreement expires in April 2021 unless extended or 
renewed. These fees were allocated among such funds based upon portions of the aggregate commitment available to them and relative net assets of Participating Funds.
During the six months ended June 30, 2020, the Fund did not borrow under the credit agreement.

9. PRINCIPAL RISKS
In the normal course of business, the Fund invests in securities or other instruments and may enter into certain transactions, and such activities subject the Fund to various

be affected by various factors, including, without limitation: (i) the general economy; (ii) the overall market as well as local, regional or global political and/or social instability;

may be subject to redemption gates or liquidity fees under certain circumstances.

Valuation Risk: The market values of equities, such as common stocks and preferred securities or equity related investments, such as futures and options, may decline 

industries. The Fund may invest in illiquid investments. An illiquid investment is any investment that the Fund reasonably expects cannot be sold or disposed of in current 

of the individual results of the securities and other instruments in which the Fund invests. 

technological issues and/or errors by pricing services or other third party service providers.

An outbreak of respiratory disease caused by a novel coronavirus has developed into a global pandemic and has resulted in closing borders, quarantines, disruptions to
supply chains and customer activity, as well as general concern and uncertainty. The impact of this pandemic, and other global health crises that may arise in the future,
could affect the economies of many nations, individual companies and the market in general in ways that cannot necessarily be foreseen at the present time. This pandemic 

determined with certainty.

Counterparty Credit Risk: The Fund may be exposed to counterparty credit risk, or the risk that an entity may fail to or be unable to perform on its commitments related to 

Fund. 
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10. CAPITAL SHARE TRANSACTIONS
Transactions in capital shares for each class were as follows: 

Six Months Ended  
06/30/20

 
12/31/19

Shares Shares
Class I 
   Shares sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    155,572  $  1,571,224    154,159  $  1,782,814 
  Shares issued in reinvestment of distributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    18,520    175,387    242,563    2,844,230 
  Shares redeemed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (243,604 )    (2,512,175 )    (563,670 )    (6,465,248 )

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (69,512 )  $  (765,564 )    (166,948 )  $  (1,838,204 )
Class III 
  Shares sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3,438,009  $  34,124,400    2,676,030  $  29,909,100 
  Shares issued in reinvestment of distributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    145,464    1,374,632    2,122,845    24,841,855 
  Shares redeemed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (2,864,838 )    (29,753,186 )    (3,651,660 )    (41,759,999 )

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    718,635  $  5,745,846    1,147,215  $  12,990,956 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    649,123  $  4,980,282    980,267  $  11,152,752 

11. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS
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The Board of Directors (the “Board,” the members of which are referred to as “Board Members”) of BlackRock Variable Series Funds, Inc. (the “Corporation”) met on April 7, 
2020 (the “April Meeting”) and May 11-13, 2020 (the “May Meeting”) to consider the approval of the investment advisory agreement (the “Advisory Agreement”) between the 
Corporation, on behalf of BlackRock Advantage Large Cap Core V.I. Fund (the “Large Cap Core V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Advantage Large Cap Value V.I. Fund (the “Large
Cap Value V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Advantage U.S. Total Market V.I. Fund (the “U.S. Total Market V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Basic Value V.I. Fund (the “Basic Value V.I. Fund”), 
BlackRock Capital Appreciation V.I. Fund (the “Capital Appreciation V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Equity Dividend V.I. Fund (the “Equity Dividend V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Global 
Allocation V.I. Fund (the “Global Allocation V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Government Money Market V.I. Fund (the “Government Money Market V.I. Fund”), BlackRock International
V.I. Fund (the “International V.I. Fund”), BlackRock International Index V.I. Fund (the “International Index V.I. Fund”), BlackRock 60/40 Target Allocation ETF V.I. Fund (the
“60/40 Target Allocation ETF V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Large Cap Focus Growth V.I. Fund (the “Large Cap Focus Growth V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Managed Volatility V.I. Fund
(the “Managed Volatility V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Small Cap Index V.I. Fund (the “Small Cap Index V.I. Fund”) and BlackRock S&P 500 Index V.I. Fund (the “S&P 500 Index V.I.
Fund”) (each, a “Fund,” and collectively the “Funds”), each a series of the Corporation, and BlackRock Advisors, LLC (the “Manager”), the Corporation’s investment advisor. 
The Board also considered the approval of the sub-advisory agreements between the Manager and (a) BlackRock International Limited (“BIL”) with respect to International
V.I. Fund and Managed Volatility V.I. Fund (the “BIL Sub-Advisory Agreements”); (b) BlackRock Asset Management North Asia Limited (“BNA”) with respect to Managed
Volatility V.I. Fund (the “BNA Sub-Advisory Agreement”); and (c) BlackRock (Singapore) Limited (“BSL” and together with BIL and BNA, the “Sub-Advisors”) with respect
to Managed Volatility V.I. Fund (the “BSL Sub-Advisory Agreement” and together with the BIL Sub-Advisory Agreements and the BNA Sub-Advisory Agreement, the “Sub-
Advisory Agreements”). The Manager and the Sub-Advisors are referred to herein as “BlackRock.” The Advisory Agreement and the Sub-Advisory Agreements are referred
to herein as the “Agreements.”

Activities and Composition of the Board

Company Act of 1940, as amended (the “1940 Act”) (the “Independent Board Members”). The Board Members are responsible for the oversight of the operations of the 
Corporation and perform the various duties imposed on the directors of investment companies by the 1940 Act. The Independent Board Members have retained independent

an Audit Committee, a Governance and Nominating Committee, a Compliance Committee, a Performance Oversight Committee and an Ad Hoc Topics Committee, each of 
which is chaired by an Independent Board Member and composed of Independent Board Members (except for the Ad Hoc Topics Committee, which also has one interested
Board Member).

The Agreements
Consistent with the requirements of the 1940 Act, the Board considers the continuation of the Agreements on an annual basis. The Board has four quarterly meetings per 

and its committees assess BlackRock’s services to the Funds. In particular, the Board assessed, among other things, the nature, extent and quality of the services provided

shareholder services; oversight of each Fund’s service providers; risk management and oversight; and legal, regulatory and compliance services. Throughout the year, 
including during the contract renewal process, the Independent Board Members were advised by independent legal counsel, and met with independent legal counsel in
various executive sessions outside of the presence of BlackRock’s management.

During the year, the Board, acting directly and through its committees, considers information that is relevant to its annual consideration of the renewal of the Agreements, 
including the services and support provided by BlackRock to each Fund and its shareholders. BlackRock also furnished additional information to the Board in response 

against peer funds, an applicable benchmark, and other performance metrics, as applicable, as well as BlackRock senior management’s and portfolio managers’ analyses 
of the reasons for any outperformance or underperformance relative to its peers, benchmarks, and other performance metrics, as applicable; (b) fees, including advisory,

expenses to each Fund; (d) the resources devoted to, risk oversight of, and compliance reports relating to, implementation of each Fund’s investment objective, policies 
and restrictions, and meeting regulatory requirements; (e) BlackRock’s and the Corporation’s adherence to applicable compliance policies and procedures; (f) the nature,

service providers’ internal controls and risk and compliance oversight mechanisms; (h) BlackRock’s implementation of the proxy voting policies approved by the Board; (i)
the use of brokerage commissions and execution quality of portfolio transactions; (j) BlackRock’s implementation of the Corporation’s valuation and liquidity procedures; 
(k) an analysis of management fees for products with similar investment mandates across the open-end fund, exchange-traded fund (“ETF”), closed-end fund, sub-advised
mutual fund, separately managed account, collective investment trust, and institutional separate account product channels, as applicable, and the similarities and differences 
between these products and the services provided as compared to each Fund; (l) BlackRock’s compensation methodology for its investment professionals and the incentives 
and accountability it creates, along with investment professionals’ investments in the fund(s) they manage; and (m) periodic updates on BlackRock’s business.

Board Considerations in Approving the Agreements
The Approval Process:
are continuously engaged in a process with their independent legal counsel and BlackRock to review the nature and scope of the information provided to the Board to better 

with a peer group of funds as determined by Broadridge (“Expense Peers”) and the investment performance of each Fund as compared with a peer group of funds 
(“Performance Peers”); (b) information on the composition of the Expense Peers and Performance Peers, and a description of Broadridge’s methodology; (c) information 

analysis provided by BlackRock concerning investment management fees received in connection with other types of investment products, such as institutional accounts, 
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sub-advised mutual funds, ETFs, closed-end funds, open-end funds, and separately managed accounts under similar investment mandates, as well as the performance
of such other products, as applicable; (e) a review of non-management fees; (f) the existence, impact and sharing of potential economies of scale, if any, with the Funds; 
(g) a summary of aggregate amounts paid by each Fund to BlackRock; (h) sales and redemption data regarding each Fund’s shares; and (i) various additional information
requested by the Board as appropriate regarding BlackRock’s and each Fund’s operations.

At the April Meeting, the Board reviewed materials relating to its consideration of the Agreements. As a result of the discussions that occurred during the April Meeting, and
as a culmination of the Board’s year-long deliberative process, the Board presented BlackRock with questions and requests for additional information. BlackRock responded 
to these questions and requests with additional written information in advance of the May Meeting.

performance of each Fund as compared to its Performance Peers and to other metrics, as applicable; (c) the advisory fee and the estimated cost of the services and

(g) other factors deemed relevant by the Board Members.

lending and cash management, and BlackRock’s services related to the valuation and pricing of each Fund’s portfolio holdings. The Board noted the willingness of BlackRock
personnel to engage in open, candid discussions with the Board. The Board did not identify any particular information as determinative, and each Board Member may have
attributed different weights to the various items considered.

A. Nature, Extent and Quality of the Services Provided by BlackRock: The Board, including the Independent Board Members, reviewed the nature, extent and quality
of services provided by BlackRock, including the investment advisory services and the resulting performance of each Fund. Throughout the year, the Board compared
each Fund’s performance to the performance of a comparable group of mutual funds, relevant benchmark, and performance metrics, as applicable. The Board met with

each Fund’s portfolio management team discussing the Fund’s performance, investment strategies and outlook.

management team; research capabilities; investments by portfolio managers in the funds they manage; portfolio trading capabilities; use of technology; commitment to
compliance; credit analysis capabilities; risk analysis and oversight capabilities; and the approach to training and retaining portfolio managers and other research, advisory

address cybersecurity risks and the role of BlackRock’s Risk & Quantitative Analysis Group. The Board engaged in a review of BlackRock’s compensation structure with
respect to each Fund’s portfolio management team and BlackRock’s ability to attract and retain high-quality talent and create performance incentives. 

In addition to investment advisory services, the Board considered the nature and quality of the administrative and other non-investment advisory services provided to 

Board meetings and preparing the materials for such Board meetings; (vi) providing legal and compliance support; (vii) furnishing analytical and other support to assist the
Board in its consideration of strategic issues such as the merger, consolidation or repurposing of certain open-end funds; and (viii) performing or managing administrative

partners, and shareholder call center and other services. The Board reviewed the structure and duties of BlackRock’s fund administration, shareholder services, and legal & 
compliance departments and considered BlackRock’s policies and procedures for assuring compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

B. The Investment Performance of the Funds and BlackRock: The Board, including the Independent Board Members, also reviewed and considered the performance
history of each Fund. In preparation for the April Meeting, the Board was provided with reports independently prepared by Broadridge, which included an analysis of each

desirable quartile position and fourth is the least desirable. In connection with its review, the Board received and reviewed information regarding the investment performance 
of each Fund as compared to its Performance Peers and, with respect to 60/40 Target Allocation ETF V.I. Fund, Large Cap Focus Growth V.I. Fund, Capital Appreciation
V.I. Fund, Large Cap Core V.I. Fund, Large Cap Value V.I. Fund, Global Allocation V.I. Fund, Basic Value V.I. Fund, U.S. Total Market V.I. Fund and International V.I. Fund,
the respective Morningstar open-end fund category (“Morningstar Open-End Category”); with respect to Managed Volatility V.I. Fund, in light of the Fund’s outcome-oriented
investment objective, certain performance metrics (“Outcome-Oriented Performance Metrics”); with respect to International Index V.I. Fund, Small Cap Index V.I. Fund and
S&P 500 Index V.I. Fund, the performance of the Fund as compared with its benchmark; and, with respect to Government Money Market V.I. Fund, a weighted average

with Fund management to discuss, the performance of each Fund throughout the year.

In evaluating performance, the Board focused particular attention on funds with less favorable performance records. The Board also noted that while it found the data 

long-term performance.

against its Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the 
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Fund, and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board.

Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and
that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board.

its Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund,
and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board.

Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and that BlackRock has 

Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and
that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Fund’s underperformance relative to its Morningstar Open-End 
Category during the applicable periods.

Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and
that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Fund’s underperformance relative to its Morningstar Open-End 
Category during the applicable periods.

Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and
that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Fund’s underperformance relative to its Morningstar Open-End 
Category during the applicable periods.

Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and
that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Fund’s underperformance relative to its Morningstar Open-End 
Category during the applicable periods.

Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and
that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Fund’s underperformance relative to its Morningstar Open-End 
Category during the applicable periods. The Board was informed that, among other things, longer-term performance was impacted by the investment team’s focus on value
and related positioning in more volatile areas of the market.

The Board and BlackRock discussed BlackRock’s strategy for improving the Fund’s investment performance. Discussions covered topics such as performance attribution,
the Fund’s investment personnel, and the resources appropriate to support the Fund’s investment processes.

The Board noted that for each of the one-and three-year periods reported, Government Money Market V.I. Fund outperformed its Benchmark Weighted Average. The Board 
noted that BlackRock believes that the Benchmark Weighted Average is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for 
this belief to the Board.

The Board reviewed and considered the Fund’s performance relative to Managed Volatility V.I. Fund’s Outcome-Oriented Performance Metrics including a total return target. 

that the Outcome-Oriented Performance Metrics are an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the 
Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Fund’s underperformance relative to its total return target during the applicable periods.

The Board noted that for the one-year period reported, S&P 500 Index V.I. Fund’s net performance was within the tolerance range of its benchmark. The Board noted that 
BlackRock believes that net performance relative to the benchmark is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for 
this belief to the Board.

The Board noted that for the one-year period reported, International Index V.I. Fund’s net performance above the tolerance range of its benchmark. The Board noted that
BlackRock believes that net performance relative to the benchmark is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this
belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Fund’s above tolerance performance relative to its benchmark over the period.

The Board noted that for the one-year period reported, Small Cap Index V.I. Fund’s net performance was above the tolerance range of its benchmark. The Board noted that
BlackRock believes that net performance relative to the benchmark is an appropriate performance metric for the Fund, and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this
belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Fund’s above tolerance performance relative to its benchmark over the period.

from their Relationship with the Funds: The Board, including the Independent Board Members, reviewed each Fund’s contractual management fee rate compared with
those of its Expense Peers. The contractual management fee rate represents a combination of the advisory fee and any administrative fees, before taking into account any
reimbursements or fee waivers. The Board also compared each Fund’s total expense ratio, as well as its actual management fee rate, to those of its Expense Peers. The
total expense ratio represents a fund’s total net operating expenses, including any 12b-1 or non-12b-1 service fees. The total expense ratio gives effect to any expense
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reimbursements or fee waivers, and the actual management fee rate gives effect to any management fee reimbursements or waivers. The Board considered the services 

sub-advised mutual funds (including mutual funds sponsored by third parties).

including, among other things, fee waivers and expense reimbursements by BlackRock, the types of funds managed, precision of expense allocations and business mix. The

under the Agreements and to continue to provide the high quality of services that is expected by the Board. The Board further considered factors including but not limited to 

products with similar investment mandates across the open-end fund, ETF, closed-end fund, sub-advised mutual fund, separately managed account, collective investment
trust, and institutional separate account product channels, as applicable.

Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

to a cap on the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

BlackRock has reviewed with the Board that the varying fee structure for fund of funds can limit the value of management fee comparisons. The Board noted that 60/40 Target 

and second quartiles, respectively, relative to the Fund’s Expense Peers. Additionally, the Board noted that BlackRock and the Board have contractually agreed to a cap on 
the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

agreed to a cap on the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

agreed to a cap on the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

ranked in the second and fourth quartiles, respectively, relative to the Fund’s Expense Peers. The Board further noted that BlackRock and the Board have contractually 
agreed to a cap on the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis. In addition, the Board noted that BlackRock
and the Board agreed to a lower contractual expense cap, on a class-by-class basis. After discussions between the Board, including Independent Board Members, and 
BlackRock, the Board and BlackRock agreed to a continuation of the contractual cap.

ratio ranked in the third and second quartiles, respectively, relative to the Fund’s Expense Peers. The Board further noted that BlackRock and the Board have contractually
agreed to a cap on the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

The Board noted that Global Allocation V.I. Fund’s contractual management fee rate ranked in the second quartile, and that the actual management fee rate and total expense 
ratio each ranked in the second quartile relative to the Fund’s Expense Peers. The Board further noted that BlackRock and the Board have contractually agreed to a cap on 
the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.
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The Board noted that Large Cap Focus Growth V.I. Fund’s contractual management fee rate ranked in the second quartile, and that the actual management fee rate and
total expense ratio ranked in the second and fourth quartiles, respectively, relative to the Fund’s Expense Peers. The Board further noted that BlackRock and the Board have
contractually agreed to a cap on the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

The Board noted that Government Money Market V.I. Fund’s contractual management fee rate ranked in the third quartile, and that the actual management fee rate and total 

cap on the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

The Board noted that U.S. Total Market V.I. Fund’s contractual management fee rate ranked in the third quartile, and that the actual management fee rate and total expense 

Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

The Board noted that the Large Cap Value V.I. Fund’s contractual management fee rate ranked in the fourth quartile, and that the actual management fee rate and total 

the advisory fee payable by the Fund. The Board further noted that BlackRock and the Board have contractually agreed to a cap on the Fund’s total expenses as a percentage
of the Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis.

With respect to Large Cap Core V.I. Fund, Large Cap Value V.I. Fund, U.S. Total Market V.I. Fund, Basic Value V.I. Fund, Capital Appreciation V.I. Fund, Equity Dividend V.I. 
Fund, Global Allocation V.I. Fund, Government Money Market V.I. Fund, International V.I. Fund, 60/40 Target Allocation ETF V.I. Fund, Large Cap Focus Growth V.I. Fund 

With respect to Large Cap Core V.I. Fund, Large Cap Value V.I. Fund, U.S. Total Market V.I. Fund, Basic Value V.I. Fund, Capital Appreciation V.I. Fund, Equity Dividend V.I. 
Fund, Global Allocation V.I. Fund, International V.I. Fund, International Index V.I. Fund, Large Cap Focus Growth V.I. Fund, Managed Volatility V.I. Fund, Small Cap Index
V.I. Fund and S&P 500 Index V.I. Fund, the Board noted that BlackRock and the Board have contractually agreed to a cap on certain operational and recordkeeping fees for 
each Fund on a class-by-class basis.

D. Economies of Scale:
Funds increase, including the existence of fee waivers and/or expense caps, as applicable, noting that any contractual fee waivers and contractual expense caps had been
approved by the Board. In its consideration, the Board further considered the continuation and/or implementation of fee waivers and/or expense caps, as applicable. The

rate or breakpoint structure in order to enable the Funds to more fully participate in these economies of scale. The Board considered each Fund’s asset levels and whether
the current fee schedule was appropriate.

E. Other Factors Deemed Relevant by the Board Members: The Board, including the Independent Board Members, also took into account other ancillary or “fall-out”

services. The Board also considered BlackRock’s overall operations and its efforts to expand the scale of, and improve the quality of, its operations. The Board also noted

in managing all or a number of its other client accounts.

In connection with its consideration of the Agreements, the Board also received information regarding BlackRock’s brokerage and soft dollar practices. The Board received
reports from BlackRock which included information on brokerage commissions and trade execution practices throughout the year.

The Board noted the competitive nature of the open-end fund marketplace, and that shareholders are able to redeem their Fund shares if they believe that the pertinent 

Conclusion
The Board, including the Independent Board Members, unanimously approved the continuation of (i) the Advisory Agreement between the Manager and the Corporation, on
behalf of each Fund, (ii) the BIL Sub-Advisory Agreements between the Manager and BIL with respect to International V.I. Fund and Managed Volatility V.I. Fund, (iii) the BNA 
Sub-Advisory Agreement between the Manager and BNA with respect to Managed Volatility V.I. Fund and (iv) BSL Sub-Advisory Agreement between the Manager and BSL
with respect to Managed Volatility V.I. Fund, each for a one-year term ending June 30, 2021. Based upon its evaluation of all of the aforementioned factors in their totality,

interest of each Fund, as pertinent, and its shareholders. In arriving at its decision to approve the Agreements, the Board did not identify any single factor or group of factors
as all-important or controlling, but considered all factors together, and different Board Members may have attributed different weights to the various factors considered. The
Independent Board Members were also assisted by the advice of independent legal counsel in making this determination.
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The Board of Directors (the “Board,” the members of which are referred to as “Board Members”) of BlackRock Variable Series Funds II, Inc. (the “Company”) met on April 
16, 2020 (the “April Meeting”) and May 20-21, 2020 (the “May Meeting”) to consider the approval of the investment advisory agreement (the “Advisory Agreement” or the
“Agreement”) between the Company, on behalf of BlackRock High Yield V.I. Fund (the “High Yield V.I. Fund”), BlackRock Total Return V.I. Fund (the “Total Return V.I. Fund”)
and BlackRock U.S. Government Bond V.I. Fund (the “U.S. Government Bond V.I. Fund” and together with the High Yield V.I. Fund and the Total Return V.I. Fund, the “Funds” 
and each, a “Fund”), and BlackRock Advisors, LLC (the “Manager” or “BlackRock”), each Fund’s investment advisor.

Activities and Composition of the Board

Act of 1940, as amended (the “1940 Act”) (the “Independent Board Members”). The Board Members are responsible for the oversight of the operations of each Fund and 
perform the various duties imposed on the directors of investment companies by the 1940 Act. The Independent Board Members have retained independent legal counsel

Committee, a Governance and Nominating Committee, a Compliance Committee, a Performance Oversight Committee and an Executive Committee, each of which is chaired 
by an Independent Board Member and composed of Independent Board Members (except for the Executive Committee, which also has one interested Board Member). 

The Agreement
Consistent with the requirements of the 1940 Act, the Board considers the continuation of the Agreement on an annual basis. The Board has four quarterly meetings per year,

committees assess BlackRock’s services to each Fund. In particular, the Board assessed, among other things, the nature, extent and quality of the services provided to each

the contract renewal process, the Independent Board Members were advised by independent legal counsel, and met with independent legal counsel in various executive 
sessions outside of the presence of BlackRock’s management.

During the year, the Board, acting directly and through its committees, considers information that is relevant to its annual consideration of the renewal of the Agreement, 
including the services and support provided by BlackRock to each Fund and its shareholders. BlackRock also furnished additional information to the Board in response 

applicable benchmarks, and other performance metrics, as applicable, as well as BlackRock senior management’s and portfolio managers’ analyses of the reasons for 

mandates across the open-end fund, exchange-traded fund (“ETF”), closed-end fund, sub-advised mutual fund, separately managed account, collective investment trust,
and institutional separate account product channels, as applicable, and the similarities and differences between these products and the services provided as compared to 

Board Considerations in Approving the Agreement
The Approval Process:
continuously engaged in a process with their independent legal counsel and BlackRock to review the nature and scope of the information provided to the Board to better 

with a peer group of funds as determined by Broadridge (“Expense Peers”) and the investment performance of each Fund as compared with a peer group of funds 

analysis provided by BlackRock concerning investment management fees received in connection with other types of investment products, such as institutional accounts, 
sub-advised mutual funds, ETFs, closed-end funds, open-end funds, and separately managed accounts, under similar investment mandates, as well as the performance

requested by the Board as appropriate regarding BlackRock’s and each Fund’s operations.

At the April Meeting, the Board reviewed materials relating to its consideration of the Agreement. As a result of the discussions that occurred during the April Meeting, and as 
a culmination of the Board’s year-long deliberative process, the Board presented BlackRock with questions and requests for additional information. BlackRock responded to 

and other product channels.
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Disclosure of Investment Advisory Agreement   (continued)

other factors deemed relevant by the Board Members.

and cash management, and BlackRock’s services related to the valuation and pricing of Fund portfolio holdings. The Board noted the willingness of BlackRock’s personnel
to engage in open, candid discussions with the Board. The Board did not identify any particular information as determinative, and each Board Member may have attributed
different weights to the various items considered.

A. Nature, Extent and Quality of the Services Provided by BlackRock: The Board, including the Independent Board Members, reviewed the nature, extent and quality of 
services provided by BlackRock, including the investment advisory services, and the resulting performance of each Fund. Throughout the year, the Board compared Fund
performance to the performance of a comparable group of mutual funds, relevant benchmarks, and performance metrics, as applicable. The Board met with BlackRock’s

portfolio management team discussing each Fund’s performance, investment strategies and outlook.

address cybersecurity risks and the role of BlackRock’s Risk & Quantitative Analysis Group. The Board engaged in a review of BlackRock’s compensation structure with
respect to each Fund’s portfolio management team and BlackRock’s ability to attract and retain high-quality talent and create performance incentives. 

In addition to investment advisory services, the Board considered the nature and quality of the administrative and other non-investment advisory services provided to

partners, and shareholder call center and other services. The Board reviewed the structure and duties of BlackRock’s fund administration, shareholder services, and legal & 
compliance departments and considered BlackRock’s policies and procedures for assuring compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

B. The Investment Performance of each Fund and BlackRock: The Board, including the Independent Board Members, also reviewed and considered the performance
history of each Fund. In preparation for the April Meeting, the Board was provided with reports independently prepared by Broadridge, which included an analysis of each

desirable quartile position and fourth is the least desirable. In connection with its review, the Board received and reviewed information regarding the investment performance 
of each Fund as compared to its Performance Peers and the respective Morningstar open-end fund category (“Morningstar Open-End Category”). The Board and its
Performance Oversight Committee regularly review and meet with Fund management to discuss the performance of each Fund throughout the year.

In evaluating performance, the Board focused particular attention on funds with less favorable performance records. The Board also noted that while it found the data 

long-term performance.

Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the High Yield V.I. Fund, and that
BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board.

its Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the Total 
Return V.I. Fund, and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the Total Return V.I. Fund’s underperformance
relative to its Morningstar Open-End Category during the applicable period.

against its Morningstar Open-End Category. The Board noted that BlackRock believes that the Morningstar Open-End Category is an appropriate performance metric for the 
U.S. Government Bond V.I. Fund, and that BlackRock has explained its rationale for this belief to the Board. The Board and BlackRock reviewed the U.S. Government Bond
V.I. Fund’s underperformance relative to its Morningstar Open-End Category during the applicable periods.

from their Relationship with each Fund: The Board, including the Independent Board Members, reviewed each Fund’s contractual management fee rate compared with
those of its Expense Peers. The contractual management fee rate represents a combination of the advisory fee and any administrative fees, before taking into account any
reimbursements or fee waivers. The Board also compared each Fund’s total expense ratio, as well as its actual management fee rate, to those of its Expense Peers. The
total expense ratio represents a fund’s total net operating expenses, including any 12b-1 or non-12b-1 service fees. The total expense ratio gives effect to any expense
reimbursements or fee waivers, and the actual management fee rate gives effect to any management fee reimbursements or waivers. The Board considered the services
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Disclosure of Investment Advisory Agreement   (continued)

sub-advised mutual funds (including mutual funds sponsored by third parties).

including, among other things, fee waivers and expense reimbursements by the Manager, the types of funds managed, precision of expense allocations and business mix. 

under the Agreement and to continue to provide the high quality of services that is expected by the Board. The Board further considered factors including but not limited to 

products with similar investment mandates across the open-end fund, ETF, closed-end fund, sub-advised mutual fund, separately managed account, collective investment
trust, and institutional separate account product channels, as applicable.

total expenses as a percentage of the High Yield V.I. Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis. Additionally, the Board noted that BlackRock and the Board 
have contractually agreed to a cap on certain operational and recordkeeping fees for the High Yield V.I. Fund on a class-by-class basis.

The Board noted that the Total Return V.I. Fund’s contractual management fee rate ranked in the second quartile, and that the actual management fee rate and total expense 

the Total Return V.I. Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the Total Return V.I. Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis. Additionally, the Board noted
that BlackRock and the Board have contractually agreed to a cap on certain operational and recordkeeping fees for the Total Return V.I. Fund on a class-by-class basis.

Government Bond V.I. Fund’s total expenses as a percentage of the U.S. Government Bond V.I. Fund’s average daily net assets on a class-by-class basis. Additionally,
the Board noted that BlackRock and the Board have contractually agreed to a cap on certain operational and recordkeeping fees for the U.S. Government Bond V.I. Fund 
on a class-by-class basis. In addition, the Board noted that BlackRock has voluntarily agreed to waive a portion of the advisory fee payable by the U.S. Government Bond 
V.I. Fund. An advisory fee waiver has been in effect since 2016, that amount of which may have varied from time to time. After discussion between the Board, including the
Independent Board Members, and BlackRock, the Board and BlackRock agreed to a continuation of the current 26 basis point voluntary advisory fee waiver.

D. Economies of Scale:

rate or breakpoint structure in order to enable each Fund to more fully participate in these economies of scale. The Board considered each Fund’s asset levels and whether
the current fee schedule was appropriate.

E. Other Factors Deemed Relevant by the Board Members: The Board, including the Independent Board Members, also took into account other ancillary or “fall-

management services. The Board also considered BlackRock’s overall operations and its efforts to expand the scale of, and improve the quality of, its operations. The Board

to assist in managing all or a number of its other client accounts.

In connection with its consideration of the Agreement, the Board also received information regarding BlackRock’s brokerage and soft dollar practices. The Board received
reports from BlackRock which included information on brokerage commissions and trade execution practices throughout the year.

The Board noted the competitive nature of the open-end fund marketplace, and that shareholders are able to redeem their Fund shares if they believe that each Fund’s fees
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Disclosure of Investment Advisory Agreement   (continued)

Conclusion
The Board, including the Independent Board Members, unanimously approved the continuation of the Advisory Agreement between the Manager and the Company, on behalf 
of each Fund, for a one-year term ending June 30, 2021. Based upon its evaluation of all of the aforementioned factors in their totality, as well as other information, the Board,

In arriving at its decision to approve the Agreement, the Board did not identify any single factor or group of factors as all-important or controlling, but considered all factors
together, and different Board Members may have attributed different weights to the various factors considered. The Independent Board Members were also assisted by the
advice of independent legal counsel in making this determination. 
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Disclosure of Sub-Advisory Agreements 

The Board of Directors (the “Board,” and the members of which are referred to as “Board Members”) of BlackRock Variable Series Funds II, Inc. (the “Company”), on behalf 
of its series BlackRock High Yield V.I. Fund (the “Fund”), met in person on February 19, 2020 (the “February Meeting”) to consider the initial approval of the sub-advisory 
agreement (the “Sub-Advisory Agreement”) between BlackRock Advisors, LLC (the “Manager”), the Fund’s investment advisor, and BlackRock International Limited, with
respect to the Fund. The Sub-Advisory Agreement was substantially similar to the sub-advisory agreements previously approved with respect to certain other portfolios in
the BlackRock Fixed-Income Complex.

Company Act of 1940, as amended (the “1940 Act”) (the “Independent Board Members”). Pursuant to the 1940 Act, the Board is required to consider the initial approval of 
the Sub-Advisory Agreement.

At the February Meeting, the Board reviewed materials relating to its consideration of the proposed Sub-Advisory Agreement. The Fund’s investment advisory agreement with 
the Manager was most recently approved by the Board at in-person meetings on May 1, 2019 (the “May Meeting”) and June 5-6, 2019 (the “June Meeting”). A discussion of 
the basis for the Board’s approval of this agreement at the May and June Meetings is included in the Fund’s semi-annual shareholder report for the reporting period ended
June 30, 2019. The factors considered by the Board at the February Meeting in connection with approval of the proposed Sub-Advisory Agreement were substantially the
same as the factors considered at the May and June Meetings.

Following discussion, all the Board Members present at the February Meeting, including all the Independent Board Members present, approved the Sub-Advisory Agreement
between the Manager and BlackRock International Limited, with respect to the Fund for a two-year term beginning on the effective date of the Sub-Advisory Agreement.

Advisory Agreement were fair and reasonable and in the best interest of the Fund and its shareholders. In arriving at its decision to approve the Sub-Advisory Agreement, 
the Board did not identify any single factor or group of factors as all-important or controlling, but considered all factors together, and different Board Members may have
attributed different weights to the various factors considered. The Independent Board Members were also assisted by the advice of independent legal counsel in making this 
determination.

.
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Disclosure of Sub-Advisory Agreements   (continued)

The Board of Directors (the “Board,” and the members of which are referred to as “Board Members”) of BlackRock Variable Series Funds II, Inc. (the “Company”), on behalf of 
its series BlackRock U.S. Government Bond V.I. Fund (the “Fund”), met on April 16, 2020 (the “April Meeting”) to consider the initial approval of the sub-advisory agreement
(the “Sub-Advisory Agreement”) between BlackRock Advisors, LLC (the “Manager”), the Fund’s investment advisor, and BlackRock International Limited, with respect to the
Fund. The Sub-Advisory Agreement was substantially similar to the sub-advisory agreements previously approved with respect to certain other portfolios in the BlackRock
Fixed-Income Complex.

Act of 1940, as amended (the “1940 Act”) (the “Independent Board Members”). Pursuant to the 1940 Act, the Board is required to consider the initial approval of the Sub-
Advisory Agreement.

At the April Meeting, the Board reviewed materials relating to its consideration of the proposed Sub-Advisory Agreement. The Fund’s investment advisory agreement with the
Manager was most recently approved by the Board at in-person meetings on May 1, 2019 (the “May Meeting”) and June 5-6, 2019 (the “June Meeting”). A discussion of the 
basis for the Board’s approval of this agreement at the May and June Meetings is included in the Fund’s semi-annual shareholder report for the reporting period ended June
30, 2019. The factors considered by the Board at the April Meeting in connection with approval of the proposed Sub-Advisory Agreement were substantially the same as the 
factors considered at the May and June Meetings.

Following discussion, all the Board Members present at the April Meeting, including all the Independent Board Members present, approved the Sub-Advisory Agreement
between the Manager and BlackRock International Limited, with respect to the Fund for a two-year term beginning on the effective date of the Sub-Advisory Agreement.

Advisory Agreement were fair and reasonable and in the best interest of the Fund and its shareholders. In arriving at its decision to approve the Sub-Advisory Agreement, 
the Board did not identify any single factor or group of factors as all-important or controlling, but considered all factors together, and different Board Members may have
attributed different weights to the various factors considered. The Independent Board Members were also assisted by the advice of independent legal counsel in making this 
determination.
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Additional Information

General Information

Householding

The Funds will mail only one copy of shareholder documents, including prospectuses, annual and semi-annual reports and proxy statements, to shareholders with multiple
accounts at the same address. This practice is commonly called “householding” and is intended to reduce expenses and eliminate duplicate mailings of shareholder 

be combined with those for other members of your household, please call the Funds at (800) 441-7762.

Availability of Quarterly Schedule of Investments

Availability of Proxy Voting Policies and Procedures

(1) by calling (800) 441-7762; (2) at blackrock.com/prospectus/insurance

Availability of Proxy Voting Record

blackrock.com/prospectus/insurance; or by calling (800) 441-7762

BlackRock’s Mutual Fund Family

blackrock.com for more information.

Shareholder Privileges 

Account Information

also visit blackrock.com for more information.

Automatic Investment Plans

any of the BlackRock funds.

Systematic Withdrawal Plans

Retirement Plans
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Additional Information   (continued)

BlackRock Privacy Principles

personal information. The following information is provided to help you understand what personal information BlackRock collects, how we protect that information and why 
in certain cases we share such information with select parties.

receive from a consumer reporting agency; and (iv) from visits to our websites.

to use it only for its intended purpose.

procedures relating to the proper storage and disposal of such information.
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Go paperless. . .
It’s Easy, Economical and Green!
Go to www.blackrock.com/edelivery

Want to know more?
blackrock.com   |    800-441-7762

This report is only for distribution to shareholders of the Funds of BlackRock Variable Series Funds, Inc. and BlackRock

Variable Series Funds II, Inc. Past performance results shown in this report should not be considered a representation of

future performance. Investment return and principal value of non-money market fund shares will fluctuate so that shares,

when redeemed, may be worth more or less than their original cost. You could lose money by investing in the Funds.

Although BlackRock Government Money Market V.I. Fund seeks to preserve the value of your investment at $1.00 per

share, it cannot guarantee it will do so. An investment in BlackRock Government Money Market V.I. Fund is not insured or

guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or any other government agency. BlackRock Government Money

Market V.I. Fund’s sponsor has no legal obligation to provide financial support to the Fund at any time. Performance data

quoted represents past performance and does not guarantee future results. Total return information assumes reinvestment

of all distributions. Current performance may be higher or lower than the performance data quoted. For current month-end 

performance information, call (800) 626-1960. BlackRock Government Money Market V.I. Fund’s current 7-day yield more

closely reflects the current earnings of the Fund than the total returns quoted. Statements and other information herein are

as dated and are subject to change.
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