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FOREWORD

b' ermont’s early years were times of

adventure, hardship, triumph. Those times are
portraved here in illustrations of Abnaki Indians
who used the wilderness as a hunting ground,
settlers who cleared land to homestead, colonists
who fought to win independence from Great
Britain, and the republic which was the first 1o
join the union after the original thirteen colonies

became the United States of America.

The 44 historical drawings in this booklet are
reproductions from originals in The Heritage
Series, a collection of 130 works commissioned

for a major advertising campaign by Narional Life
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in the 1930s. The collection was restored to
celebrate the Vermont Statehood Bicentennial in
1991. Each drawing illustrates a specific historical
event, custom or practice of life and a people
exhibiting the strength, industry and innovation

that have come to characterize Vermont.

The black and white charcoal and crayon
drawings arc the work of the late Roy F. Heinrich
and the late Herbert Morton Stoops, both noted
American illustrators. The artists were painstaking
in their rescarch to accurately depict costumes,
characters and points of historical background.
The collection is a priceless record of Vermont's
people to the year 1850, when National Life sold

its first policy.



be Squakheag blockhouse, or For

Dummer as it became known,
buile in 1724, is gencrally
considered to have been the first permanent

white serrlement in what is now Venmoni.
Garrisoned with both settlers and Indiang it
was an ourpost for protection and to watch

for enemiss comng oward the fromier,



he Indians olien marked trails by

tying saplings o the ground, bene

i the dircctron to be travelsd, In
the course of nme, these saplings grew mito
large trees, which marked the trail for
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he firet settlers in Vermont, as well

as those in the other colonial
states, cstablished ther homes
threugh practwes of thnbt, scli-rchance

and perssitence.
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founders of Beaningion, Vermaont,

erected thor cabin m 176, Whils
Mr. Robinson was away in London acting
as an agent for the Mew J-:'..'.mjhh:f; Carants
(mow Vermont!, Mrs. BEoneon, alone o
the cabin, chassd wolves from the doar by

waving glowing brands.



hen daputes arose over Land
tithen, a boech whip wis
found 1o angus mone

conincingly than a colonial povernor's
seal. 30 when holders of guestionable land
grants treed 0o weure Yermont Lands, the

ol feniders were “shonwn the booch aeal™
in a way which would make the most
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hey gave him the Fhgh Char

Terarmen: a3 warming, Home

protection was an wdeal thar
burned Rercely in the hearm of carly
Vermonieri. Ethan Allen’s Green Mountain
Boys were organized, noe 1o fight the Brinsh
a5 5 generally thowghr, but (o repel holders
of quesnonable land grants who threatened

o serpe establahed homes,



ianeers leamed from the Indians

that i was wase toogtore food in the

forest when food was plentiful. An
emergency supply was often stored in a
rosghly constructed cache, out of the reach

of prowling animals,



n the summit of M. Fisgah,

Vermont, the Reverend Samuel
Perers, i 176 i, christened the
state *Verr Mont, in token thar her alls

shall be green and always endure,”
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artland, Yermont, was settled by

the Lull family. In the SPring ol
1763, family members traveled
up the Connecticut River from Dummerston

i a hollowed-aut log canoe,
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